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First Lego League Robotics

This year, Cuba-Rushford Middle School ventured into the exciting world
of First Lego League Robotics. Despite
what you might think, there is way more to

Lego League than building with Legos. Way
more! Let’s take a look into the program . . .
Our robotics team was coached by Mrs.
Shannon Albert and Mrs. Shelley Helli-
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CRCS Mission:
To prepare
students to
be life-long
learners
who are
independent,
involved, and
conscientious
citizens in a
global community.
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SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED February 19-23 for the
Presidents Day/February Recess.
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er.  The eight member team included: Alex
Baron, Jessica Dyche, Rachel Dyche, Luke
Fries, Eric Giczkowski, Logan Hellier,
Maddox Keller, and Austin Pinney.  Practices took place after school and sometimes
between sports practices (and occasionally
two practices). Now that’s dedication!
Lego League is broken down into four
parts.  First, was a research project. The
students had to research a real-world problem and develop a solution. This year’s topic
was Hydrodynamics -- specifically, the origin, use, and disposal of water for humans.
We met with local village experts: Mr.
Snyder, Mayor Miller, and Mr. Thomas to
learn more about the water system in the
Village of Cuba. At the competition, the
team presented their projects and solution
to the judges.
The next task was to design and build a
robot using LEGO MINDSTORMS®. The
design was built, keeping in mind, the missions they had to complete. The judges then
rated the students' design on both its simplicity and efficiency.
Next, the team prepared to compete on a
table-top playing field. Students used complex coding to program their robot, which
sometimes required iterating hundreds of
times for precision. Does it sound difficult
yet? If not, consider the fact that a very
small mechanical or placement error can
totally disrupt a series of code.  In order to
combat such errors, our students learned
basic functional coding, as well as how to
use gyro sensors for accurate turns, calibration programs to reset sensors, ultrasonic sensors to detect objects, wait times to
prevent jarring, power decreases to increase

Story Continued on Page 2

From the Superintendent . . .
By Carlos Gildemeister, Superintendent

due to the removal of the Tracewell property
from the tax rolls, as well as the reduction
The C-R Board of Education has been of Title II funding proposed by the federal
busy evaluating and developing an expen- government. In anticipation of this year’s
diture and revenue plan for the 2018-19 state funding, at its minimum, we should
school year. The budget focuses on both continue to:
 Advocate for an increase in Founthe educational needs of our students and
dation Aid to ensure school districts
the long-term fiscal health of the district
can maintain their current programing
as a whole. Our goal is to head to the mislevels and allow us to make learning
sion statement of preparing students to be
more hands-on by adding STEAM
life-long learners who are independent,
(science, technology, engineering, arts
involved, and conscientious citizens in a
& math) curriculum and environments.
global community, while we look at the
 Provide funding without strings
details of our present financial situation.  
attached. Some funding, such as
The Maintenance, Transportation, Cafeteria,
Community Schools Aid, dictates how
Co-curricular and instructional budgets were
the money can be spent, thus taking
presented to the Board of Education during
control from the local BOE.
their January 23 BOE meeting. During the
 Fund the Capital Reserve for any
February 27 meeting, the Special Education,
future projects. Doing so will insure
Technology, Athletic and BOCES budget
we have enough to cover the local
proposals will be presented to the BOE.
share required for any capital project.
I am proud the Board has been able to
We hope to conclude the budget review
keep our tax levy increases below the Tax
Levy Limit in each of the last five years.   process by March 13, when the Board of
As we look at our revenue streams for the Education will review the first full budget
coming school year, we anticipate a shortage draft. The Board would then likely adopt the

Non-Public School
Transportation
Requests for transportation of nonpublic school children should be submitted to the Cuba-Rushford Central
School District Office prior to April 1,
2018. Regulations require the district
to transport children to non-public
schools when a student resides within
fifteen miles of the non-public school.  
The fifteen miles is measured from the
home of the student to the non-public
school.
The district has the option of setting
up pick-up points and parents would
be required to bring this child to the
pick-up point, which is normally a
school building.
Requests should be addressed to the
CRCS Board of Education.
2018-19 proposed budget and propositions
on April 3. Please feel free to attend any of
the upcoming board meetings to get insight
into our anticipated 2018-2019 spending
plan and revenue.

Robotics - From Page 1
accuracy, and various launchers to insure a
correct launch angle.
The final portion of the competition
was to demonstrate the First Lego League
Core Values, which emphasize studentdriven discovery, teamwork, and good
sportsmanship.  At the competition, students
would be presented with a small STEAM
problem and would demonstrate these skills
while working through the problem.
We spent ten weeks working diligently
on each part of the competition.  And finally,
on Saturday, November 18, we entered our
first robotics competition in Houghton as
well-prepared, but inexperienced newbies.
This qualifying tournament was hosted by
Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES. The top six
teams advance to the Championship Tournament hosted by First Lego League at the
University of Rochester. We had a great time
at the tournament, and we did our best to
showcase everything we learned. Our hard
work paid off and -- to our surprise and delight -- we placed in the top six and advanced
CRCS Newsletter

to the state championships in our very first
year! This is unheard of as a new team, so
we were all very proud of our efforts!
Following another two weeks of practice and sharpening our programs, we arrived at the tournament in Rochester. At
this state-level event, we were competing
against 44 teams, who each advanced from
2

a qualifying tournament. Only the top team
would advance to Nationals. Again, we did
quite well, improving our scores for each
task. We placed in the middle of the group at
Championships in our FIRST YEAR! Wow!
We were so pleased with our performance!

Story Continued on Page 3
February 2018

Robotics - From Page 2
We also saw some incredible robots, met
some terrific people and gathered some ideas
for next year.
For our entire team, this 2017 First Lego
League Season added up to huge gains in
life skills and learning, while applying science, technology, engineering, design and
math (STEAM) concepts, imagination, and
problem-solving. Along the way, we developed critical thinking and team-building
skills, basic STEAM applications, and our
presentation skills.  We also somehow managed to throw a lot of fun into our practices,
including some silly jokes and card tricks.
And finally, students were able to make
some new friends through Lego League
-- a great new, innovative program at the
Middle School.

The C-R Middle School First Lego League Robotics Team shown left to right are: Mrs. Shelley Hellier (coach), Luke Fries, Maddox
Keller, Rachel Dyche, Jessica Dyche, Alex Baron, Logan Hellier, Austin Pinney, Eric Giczkowski, and Mrs. Shannon Albert (coach).
CRCS Newsletter
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A total of 34 middle school students participated in the school spelling bee on Wednesday, January 3.

Spelling Bee Champ is "Grandiose"
By Michelle McGraw, Spelling Bee
Coordinator
After a one-year hiatus, the Scripps
Spelling Bee returned to Cuba-Rushford
Middle School. The competition had been
held at CRMS for 10 consecutive years until
the last school year, when the Buffalo News
stopped sponsoring the event. Fortunately,
a new sponsor -- the Batavia Newspaper
Corporation -- has taken over the event.
On Wednesday, December 3, a total of 34
CRMS spelling experts (above) stepped
forward to see if they had what it takes to
propel themselves into spelling bee glory.
According to Seventh Grader Kaeden
Hodge, participation in the spelling bee can
be described as both fearful and fun. She
said, “It’s fun because you get to learn words
and be a part of something, and it is fearful

CR Newsletter

will be published monthly as a service
to district residents, taxpayers, students,
parents, and employees. Staff members
can submit information on significant
events via email to their supervisor or
to their school building's designated
reporter by the following deadline(s):
March 2018
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sixth grader Hailey Gadley placed third after
being knocked out on the word "dexterity."
Jacob must now take a written spelling
test to qualify to move on to the Western
New York Spelling Bee, which will be held
on Friday and Saturday, March 9 and 10, at
Genesee Community College. By Saturday
afternoon, the field will be pared down to
25 finalists, who will compete for the prestigious title of Western New York Spelling
Champion!

CONGRATULATIONS to the top three
finishers (1-2-3) in this year's Scripps
Spelling Bee: (left to right) Jacob Baker,
Lani Morgan, and Hailey Gadley.
because you have to stand in front of a big
crowd and possibly get a word wrong.”
After the words "sparsely" and "hoarsely" eliminated all remaining spellers, a sixth
grader, Jacob Baker, was crowned the 20172018 Cuba-Rushford Middle School Spelling Champion after he correctly spelling the
word "grandiose." In addition to the champion, two other students were recognized
for their spelling expertise. Eighth Grader
Lani Morgan placed second after misspelling the word "callous." Lani placed fourth
two years ago, as a sixth grader. Current
4

Shadow Box Projects
Seventh Graders Logan Burch and
Preston Bilotta showcase the shadow boxes
they made in Mrs. Ploetz's technology
class. According to Mrs. Ploetz, "This
was a great project . . . very creative!"
February 2018
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Guidance News

monthly meetings with me. I also provide
monthly calendars with pertinent dates.

By Michael Ackerman, High School
Guidance Counselor

The ACT

The SAT
As you may know, the SAT changed its
format beginning in March of 2016. The
change was made better reflect what students
learn in high school, so colleges can make
better admissions decisions. The SAT lasts
three hours with an optional 50-minute essay
and measures the core reasoning abilities
students need to successfully complete college level work.
Here’s a breakdown of the exam:
 Reading (65 minutes)
 Writing & Language (35 minutes)
 Math no calculator (25 minutes)
 Math with calculator (55 minutes)
 Essay [optional] (50 minutes)
The cost for the SAT is $60 with the
optional essay and $46 without the essay.
The College Board provides fee waivers for
low income families. You may contact the
guidance office for eligibility requirements
for the waivers.
Students, who took the PSAT in October
and have reviewed their results, should now
be signing up to take the exam. You may
wish to register online at www.collegeboard.
com or pick up a paper registration and
SAT Preparation Booklet in the guidance
office. Collegeboard.com also provides
useful information on the test format, along
with a popular feature, “The SAT Question
of the Day.”
This year’s remaining SATs and
deadlines are:
March 10 Test
Feb. 9 - Registration Deadline
Feb. 28 - Late Registration Deadline
May 5 Test
April 6 - Registration Deadline
April 25 - Late Registration Deadline
June 2 Test
May 3 - Registration Deadline
May 23 - Late Registration Deadline
Please feel free to contact the guidance
office with any questions you may have concerning the test. Juniors receive updates and
information concerning the test during their
CRCS Newsletter

Like the SAT, the ACT has added a writing test. Juniors should get online at www.
actstudent.org and view “Writing Test – Do
You Need to Take It?” to determine if any of
the colleges they are interested in are require
the test. Nationally, only about 20% of the
colleges require the Writing Test. If one of
their college choices requires the test, the
student should register for the ACT Plus
Writing. If not, they can just register for the
standard ACT Assessment, which has not
changed. The optional Writing Test is scored
separately, and the results do not affect the
student’s ACT composite score. Cost for the
ACT is $46 for the exam without writing and
$62.50 for the ACT Plus Writing.
The ACT measures skills in English,
mathematics, reading, and science, since
these are the major areas of instruction in
most high school and college programs.
Scoring well in these areas is a good indication an individual is ready for college-level
coursework.
Taking the ACT in the spring of your
junior year is advisable because:
 you will receive test scores and
other information that will help you
plan for college in your senior year.
 many colleges begin contacting
prospective students during the summer before their senior year.
 if you do not score as well as you
would like, you have time to retake the
exam and have new results available
in time to meet admission and scholarship deadlines. Please remember, you
should never plan on receiving your
scores from one national test date in
time to register for the next.
All four sections of the ACT contain
multiple (four or five) choice questions.
Here are some basic tips to follow:
1. Pace yourself. Don’t spend too much
time on tough questions. Go on and come
back to them.
2. Read directions carefully. English,
Reading, and Science Exams ask for the
“best” answer. The Math Exam asks for the
correct answer.
3. Read each question carefully. Some
questions require several steps, others can
be answered more quickly.
6

4. Answer easy questions first.
5. Use logic answering difficult questions. Eliminate the incorrect answers and
then make a choice.
6. Answer every question. There is no
penalty for guessing!
7. Review your work.
8. Be precise in marking your answer
sheet and erase completely, if you need to
change an answer.
On test day, remember to:
 Be confident in your abilities.
 Be prepared to work hard.
 Know what to expect on test day.
Make sure to go over the information
in both the Registration Form and in
the Preparing for the ACT Assessment
Booklet. Take the practice test in the
booklet and review your responses.
 Prepare in advance and don’t wait
until the last minute.
 Get plenty of rest the night before
the test.
 Bring the following items to the
test center: admission ticket, acceptable identification, sharpened soft-lead
#2 pencils with good erasers (no other
writing instruments may be used) a
wristwatch to pace yourself (please,
no alarm functions), and permitted
calculator for the Math Test.
If you follow these rules, the exam
should not be as stressful and you should
maximize your score. All of the materials for registration and preparation can be
picked up in the Guidance Office or you can
register online at www.act.org Please direct
any questions to me (Mr. Ackerman). Here’s
a list of remaining test dates and registration
deadlines for the current school year:
April 14 Test
March 9 - Registration Deadline
March 23 - Late Registration Deadline
		
June 9 Test
May 4 - Registration Deadline
May 18 - Late Registration Deadline

College Acceptance
The following seniors have been accepted to college: Grace Bichler - Cornell
University; Natalie Burt - D'Youville College; Sabrina Claus - SUNY Fredonia;

Story Continued on Page 7
February 2018
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Hannah Fuller - Daemen College, Gannon
University, and Mercyhurst University; Natasha Fuller - Alfred State College; Robert
Gadd - Jamestown Community College;
Kyle Goodman - Alfred State College; Maddyson Nugent - St. Bonaventure University;
Kelsey Pierce - St. Bonaventure University;
Francisco Rosario - Jamestown Community College; Benjamin Seigel - Gannon
University and the University of Buffalo;
Sarah Stolberg - Nazareth College; Jonah
Williamson - University of Cincinnati;
Caitlin Wiltsey - Jamestown Community
College, Monroe Community College, and
Onondaga Community College; and Sophie
Wojciechowski - SUNY Fredonia. Congratulations to you all!

Penn York College Night
On Tuesday, March 20, the 49th annual
Penn-York College Night will be held from
6-8 p.m. in the Richter Center on the campus
of St. Bonaventure University. This college
fair features over 100 colleges from New
York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. Juniors and
parents should plan to attend. More information will follow in the March newsletter.
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Middle School Winter Concert Photos
The Middle School Winter Concert was held Wednesday, December 13, 2017. Thank
you, Mr. Miller and Mrs. Tackentien,
for adding to the holiday spirit and
showcasing the amazing musical talent of
our middle schoolers through a beautiful
performance!
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AT L E F T School Resource
Officer Smith
teaching to an
elementary class
on what police
officer’s duties
are and that
officers are here
to help students
with problems.
AT RIGHT - Two
students from
Mrs. Klotz's PreKindergarten
class meet with
Santa after their
Holiday Concert.
CRCS Newsletter
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Save the Dates!

How to Catch
Santa Claus . . .

Friday, March 23, 7 p.m.
Saturday, 24, 7 p.m.,
& Sunday, March 25, 2 pm.
Performances in Cuba-Rushford
Middle High School Auditorium.

Learning About . . .

Mrs. O’Keefe’s second grade class visited their friends in Mrs. Bump’s kindergarten
class just before Christmas, in order to share a story as part of their “random acts
of holiday kindness.” The second graders read the story How to Catch Santa Claus,
and together, the youngsters had some very lively discussions about what would and
would not work, if they were to try to catch Old St. Nick!

Holiday Traditions

Kindergarten classes travelled around the world in December to learn about different
holiday traditions. We had our suitcases, passports, and tickets ready! We discussed
traditions we have here in America, and then we traveled to the Netherlands, Mexico,
Germany, Russia, Australia, Italy, India (to learn about Diwali), Israel (to learn
about Hanukkah), and back to the United States (to learn about Kwanzaa). For each
country, we learned how to say "Merry Christmas" in their native language, did a
craft, and tasted a yummy treat from that nation. We had a lot of fun and really
enjoyed learning about each country!
CRCS Newsletter
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Mark Your Calendars!
Friday, March 2, 6-8 p.m.
Celebrate Read Across America
Day with a Seuss-tastically Family
Fun Night at CRE!
Come enjoy games, crafts, prizes,
guest readers and MORE!
February 2018

Rebel Athletes Plow
Through Winter
Season
By Chris Cappelletti, Athletic Director
The C-R Rebels are having a productive
winter athletic season.
The boys and girls varsity basketball
teams have both played in two early season
tournaments. The girls defeated Ellicottville
in the opening round of the ACE Tournament
in Portville before losing to the host team
in the finals.  The girls then lost their opening game with Fillmore in the Counselor’s
Classic held at Houghton College before
defeating Whitesville in the consolation
game. The boys won both at both tournaments, capturing individual MVP honors in
both. The boys defeated Archbishop Walsh
Academy and then Bolivar-Richburg in
the ACE Tournament. At the Counselor’s
Classic, they beat Fillmore in the opener
and were once again victorious against B-R
in the finals.
Meanwhile, Varsity Swimming –- an
ongoing partnership with Genesee Valley
Central School -- has had multiple athletes
already qualify for sectionals. The swimmers are hard at work preparing for their
remaining meets and for their “second
season.”
Here is a list of winter season accomplishments for the Rebels:
 ACE Tournament All-Stars:
Andrew Tufino, Trevor Smith (MVP),
Kate Howe, and Cameron Shaw.
 Counselor's Classic All-Stars:
Trevor Smith, Andrew Clement
(MVP), and Kate Howe.

ABOVE - ACE Tournament Girls Varsity Basketball All-Stars Cameron Shaw and
Kate Howe are shown at right.
BELOW - Three GV/CR swimmers -- Aaron Kumpf, Hailey Kumpf, and Jordyn
Beeman -- take their mark against a Wellsville swimmer during a recent meet.

 Sectional Bound Swimmers:
Hailey Kumpf (200 & 500 Freestyle),
Skyler Coleman (50 & 100 Freestyle),
and Delaney Morris (Breast Stroke).

Sectional Dates
C-R JV Boys Basketball Player Grady
McCumiskey drives to the basket in win
over LeRoy.
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 Boys Basketball C2 Play-In
Game is set for Saturday, February
17; the first round is set to begin on
Tuesday, February 20.
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 Girls Basketball C2 Girls Basketball Sectionals start on Wednesday,
February 21.
 Diving Sectionals to be held on
Saturday, February 10 at Bath High
School, time TBA.
 Swimming Sectionals
Preliminaries on Tuesday, February
13, at Gates-Chili High School, 5 p.m.
 Swimming Sectionals Finals on
Thursday, February 15, at Gates-Chili
High School, 5 p.m.
February 2018

SCHOOL WILL ALSO BE CLOSED March 30 - April 6 for the Good Friday/Spring Recess.
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Boys Tournament
All-Stars
ABOVE - The C-R Varsity
B o y s B a s k e t b a l l Te a m
were the Counselor Classic
Champs at Houghton College.
LEFT - Counselor Classic
All-Stars shown left to right
are: Dawson Sanderson,
Andrew Clement (MVP),
and Trevor Smith.
RIGHT - ACE Tournament
Boys Varsity Basketball AllStars from C-R were: Trevor
Smith (left) and Andrew
Tufino (right).
See related story on Page 11.

