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Cuba-Rushford Elementary School held another monthly
Character Education Assembly on Wednesday, November 1.
Each monthly assembly focuses on a specific character trait.
The Character Education program is run by Music Teacher
David Williams and Title 1 Reading Teacher Laura Giboo.
AT RIGHT - Some fifth graders put on a play about
THANKFULNESS. The play was titled, "I Need More Stuff!"
Each month, fifth graders interested in performing or working
on the stage crew, sign up and are then chosen by their teachers.
The students then volunteer their time three times a week
to prepare for each performance.
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November's
Character
Trait was
"Thankfulness"

BELOW - The third grade is shown singing, "I Like
Thanksgiving" during the assembly.

Monthly Character
Education Assembly

Give
Thanks!

rcs

CRCS Mission:
To prepare
students to
be life-long
learners
who are
independent,
involved, and
conscientious
citizens in a
global community.
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SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED December 23 - January 1
for the Christmas/New Year Recess.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
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From the Superintendent . . .
More From
HALLOWEEN!

By Carlos Gildemeister, Superintendent
The holiday season is here. Although
warmth lingered a little longer this fall, the
crisp air is all around us now and hints snow
is on its way. In an effort to be prepared,
I encourage our families to review their
emergency plans and procedures and discuss
the impact of a snow day to the daily plans.
Also, for the families who opted in on the
emergency notification system, you will be
receiving a text, email or call depending on
what you chose for any snow day this year.
Any inclement weather notification will
also be posted on our Facebook page and
district Website.

Holiday Concerts
December is definitely a time for families and friends to gather and celebrate, and
what better way to celebrate the season than
to watch our children serenade our community with some lively and festive music.

Raising $ for Breast Cancer
On Sunday, October 22, more than a
dozen teachers and students from the CubaRushford community participated in the
American Cancer Society’s Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer walk in Jamestown.
Teachers, staff, and their family members
and friends joined in the scenic 5K walk to
honor breast cancer survivors, support current breast cancer patients, raise awareness
about what can be done to reduce the risk
of getting breast cancer, and raise money to
help the ACS lead the fight against breast
cancer. See photo ABOVE.
This year, the C-R team raised $2,245
for the cause. Donations were collected
on Fridays, along with 50/50 ticket sales at
football games, and chocolate covered pretzel sales (made by Art teacher, Erica Cross).
CRCS Newsletter
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Please join us at one or all of our concerts:
 Pre-Kindergarten Concert –
December 8, 1 p.m., CRE Auditorium
 Kindergarten Concert Dec. 15, 1 p.m., CRE Auditorium
 Grades 2/3 Concert - Dec. 5,
7 p.m., CRE Auditorium
 Grades 4/5 Concert - Dec. 14,
7 p.m., CRE Auditorium
 Middle School Concert Dec. 13, 7 p.m., MSHS Auditorium
 High School Concert - Dec. 20,
7 p.m., MSHS Auditorium
It is my hope the holidays will be a time
of joy and safe travels for you and yours
as we enter 2018. As we continue to face
opportunities to better serve our students, I
am hopeful we can work together in a collaborative way to take those opportunities
and enrich their experiences here at CRCS.
All the best for a happy holiday season!
Merry Christmas!

A basket raffle was also put together
with donations from White Imprints, the
Cuba Cheese Shoppe, the Perfect Blend,
and Giant Food Mart. The winner of the
raffle was fifth grade teacher, Tracy Knavel.
In a separate effort, STEAM Teacher
and Cuba-Rushford Teachers' Association
President Eric Talbot participated in the
Real Men Wear Pink Campaign, donning
pink attire every day during the month of
October (see photo BELOW). He raised
$3,603 for this campaign!
Mr. Talbot said, "It was an honor to
participate in the Real Men Wear Pink campaign for the American Cancer Society. So
many of our family members, friends, and
co-workers have had to fight this horrible
disease. Hopefully, the Making Strides
walk and the Real Men Wear Pink campaign can play
a small part in
ending cancer
for good!
Great job,
Mr. Talbot!
Thank you
to all who participated and
donated to both
efforts!
December 2017

Guidance News
By Michael Ackerman, High School
Guidance Counselor

Important Reminder for
Parents of Seniors
Since early in your student’s junior year
the guidance office has stressed the importance of having college applications sent
by Thanksgiving. The students have heard
this over and over, and this information is
shared with parents during the two college
admission nights at CRCS, as well as in print
with letters home and in the newsletter. With
this in mind, if your student has yet to fill
out an application for college, it is extremely
important for college-bound seniors to
complete their applications and have those
sent by December 31st. Failure to send in
applications in a timely manner can result
in delayed admission or not being admitted
to your choice because the college has filled
its class for the upcoming school year. Also,
and just as important, financial aid money
may be lost due to procrastination.
It is also of great importance for students and parents to remember that when
filling out an application on-line, you must
let the guidance office know, so we can
send a transcript to the school. Please do
your best to fill out applications and bring
them to the guidance office before Christmas
vacation begins. Thank you.

Registering for Selective
Service
All 18-year-old men must register with
the Selective Service. Within 30 days of
your 18th birthday is the legal time-line established by the government for this process.
Failure to register is against the law. If prosecuted, you could face prison time and a fine
up to $250,000. Additionally, you cannot
qualify for student loans and grants, receive
job training benefits and be considered for
state and federal jobs. Registration is an
easy process. You can register on-line in
less than two-minutes at www.sss.gov. You
can also register at your local post office by
completing a registration form. Please call
or see Mr. Ackerman (ext. 4430) with any
questions regarding this process.
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Regents Exams in January
Students who either need to re-take a
Regents Exam or are attempting to score
a higher grade will be asked to sign-up in
the guidance office after Christmas. The
schedule for Regents Exams is as follows:
Monday, January 22
8:30 AM - ELA
12 noon - Living Environment
Tuesday, January 23
8:30 AM - US History & Government,
Geometry
12 noon - Algebra 1
Wednesday, January 24
8:30 AM - Global History &
Geography, Physical Setting/Physics
12 noon - Algebra 2
Thursday, January 25
8:30 AM - Physical Setting/Earth
Science, Physical Setting/Chemistry

How to Increase Your Student
Financial Aid for College
A few years ago, a Today Show piece
dedicated information to college-bound kids
on maximizing aid that will be offered, as
well as increasing the amount that comes
in the form of grants (which you don’t have
to pay back) versus loans (which you must
pay back). What follows is a list of tips that
can help you to achieve your financial goals:
1. Don’t delay. October 1 is the earliest you can submit the FAFSA form. You
need to fill out the information (paper or
web based) as soon as possible because
quite a bit of aid is given on a first come,
first served basis.
2. Target school by situation. Some
schools – mostly big, public universities
– use the FAFSA form exclusively. Others – mostly private colleges – have other
formulas that they add to the equation. For
example, if your parents are divorced, you
want to know how each school treats the
income of the non-custodial parent. The
FAFSA doesn’t take that into account,
meaning that schools that use the form
exclusively don’t consider divorce. Some
private schools will factor it in and make
financial aid decisions to help with the cost.
3. Home equity is important. The
FAFSA doesn’t count it. Many private
4

schools add it back – but some cap the
amount they count. A key is being from a
family without a high income but one with
a lot of home equity. It is important for
families never to rule out a school based
solely on the sticker price. Many schools
will consider all types of variables.
4. Know what you are looking for financially from a school. You can typically
find out a lot of information from a school’s
financial aid page on the school’s web site.
Find out what percentage of the school’s
aid comes in the form of grants and what
percentage comes in the forms of loan; the
higher the former, the better off you’ll be.
5. Pick schools that really want you.
If a school really wants you, they are more
likely to give you a higher amount of aid.
Schools with a high admission rate and a
low acceptance rate are usually easier to
negotiate with. Also the farther away you
are willing to go from home the more willing
a school is likely to want you in the name of
geographic diversity.
6. Make contact with and get to
know the Financial Aid Departments of
the schools you are interested in. There
is nobody who will be able to answer your
financial aid questions better than the financial aid department of your school. Don’t
be afraid to negotiate and make sure to
tell the department of any changes in your
circumstances – divorce, unemployment, or
a serious illness – which may change your
family’s financial dynamic.
Finally, one of the best approaches any
family can take with financial aid is to involve the student with the “in” and “outs” of
the process. Colleges and universities take
the time to explain situations with students,
and never forget they want your business.

DAR Scholarship
CRCS is proud to announce that Kelsey
Pierce, daughter of Mr. Kirby and Mrs.
Stephanie Pierce, is the 2017-2018 recipient
of the DAR scholarship representing CRCS
in this county-wide scholarship competition.
Kelsey was chosen as one of three finalists
to be recognized within the school by the
faculty, and then she was voted the senior
class representative in the competition by
her fellow classmates.
Congratulations Kelsey, and good luck!

Continued on Page 6
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Fifth Graders Enjoy Some Pumpkin Carving
To celebrate the fall season, Miss James’ and Mrs. Linza’s fifth grade class was
joined by Ms. Lee James to carve pumpkins (BELOW). Before the carving began,
students were challenged to be creative
while incorporating the Step-Up to
Writing process answering a prompt. This
prompt was a chance for them to become
the “town’s official pumpkin carver.”
Students were required to brainstorm
designs that would be unique, as well as
persuade the judges why they should win
the “contest.” To end the mini writing
unit, students were able to sample a variety
of flavored pumpkin seeds.

Guidance - From Page 4
College Admission Night
Our annual College Admission Night
will be held on Wednesday, December 6, at
6 p.m. in the high school auditorium. Mr.
Ackerman will present information on the
college admission process including SAT/
ACT information and timelines. He will
also provide useful and helpful handouts. If
you are the parent of a junior, please plan to
attend. A letter with details was sent to each
junior student’s home. We look forward to
meeting and working with you to help your
student successfully reach their goals.

Community Service
Community service opportunities are
provided for high school students via the
morning and afternoon announcements and
monthly classroom visits by Mr. Ackerman
in the eleventh and twelfth grade classrooms. The guidance office keeps track of
community service, but forms -- confirming
the service by an adult in charge -- must be
handed in to the guidance office. Many college scholarships and awards are based on
community service, which often becomes a
lifetime habit once students get involved to
help others. Forms for community service
may be requested by contacting the guidance
office. Organizations, requesting community service help, are also sent a form to fill
out. Parents, please stress volunteerism with
your student – it is very important!

College Acceptances

School Closings & Delayed Openings
When it is necessary to close school or delay the opening of school, please note the
following procedures . . . If we announce a ONE HOUR DELAY, the school day will
begin at 9 a.m. instead of the usual 8 a.m. with school buses running approximately
one hour later. When it becomes necessary to CLOSE SCHOOL because of inclement weather, it will be announced on the following TV and radio stations:
Television - WGRZ (Channel 2), WIVB (Channel 4), and WKBW (Channel 7)
Radio - WPIG-95.7 (Olean) and WLSV-103.5 (Wellsville)
Parents, please be sure the district has your yellow registration for emergency
numbers, should it be necessary for school to close during the school day.
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Congratulations to the following seniors
who have been accepted at various institutions of higher learning: Reyna Baker - St.
Bonaventure University; Hannah Burch
- Geneva College; Natalie Burt - Niagara
University; Vadda Dibley - Jamestown
Community College (JCC); Elana Emerson
- SUNY Brockport; Natasha Fuller - JCC;
Sofia Gildemeister - Houghton College and
Messiah College; Camren Larabee - Alfred
State College; Emily Lyman - Alfred State
College and Morrisville State College; Tyler
McPhilomy - JCC; Alyssa Scott - Morrisville
State College; Sarah Stolberg - Alfred Sate
College, Houghton College, and St. Bonaventure University; Dakota Witter - Alfred
State College; and Trenon Zeager - JCC.
December 2017

Fall Fun in
Pre-Kindergarten
Morning and Afternoon Pre-Kindergarten
classes have had a wonderful time learning
about fire prevention and pumpkins. We
had our first science experiment which
was a pumpkin volcano.

CR Newsletter

will be published monthly as a service
to district residents, taxpayers, students,
parents, and employees. Staff members
can submit information on significant
events via email to their supervisor or
to their school building's designated
reporter by the following deadline(s):
January 2018
December 4

Cafeteria Charge Policy
The district’s charge policy for the
cafeteria is available online on our
website in the Child Nutrition section.
CRCS Newsletter
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SCHOOL WILL ALSO BE CLOSED for students November 20-24 for Thanksgiving Recess.
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La Société Honoraire de Français

The French Honor Society is a nationally known organization of exceptional
students of the French language and culture.
It was founded in 1949 by the American
Association of Teachers of French and now
Cuba-Rushford has its own chapter.
To be eligible for the Société Honoraire
de Français, a student must be enrolled in
French III or higher, have an overall high
school average of 80% and have a 90% average in their last three semesters of French
classes.

On Friday, October 20, the C-R chapter
of the French Honor Society inducted nine
new members (shown ABOVE): Alianna
Barnes, Jack Benham, Lane Findlay, Madison Goldsmith, Justice Herrick, Roman Tomasi, Rebekah Ward, Connor Whitney and
Dominic Wilcox. The advisor is Charlean
Clawson (shown at back, left).
The purpose of the Société Honoraire
de Français is:
 to recognize outstanding scholarship in the French language and its
literatures;

 to increase the knowledge and
appreciation of Americans for the
cultural contributions of the Frenchspeaking world
 to stimulate and encourage
French and francophone cultural
activities
Students selected to the French Honor
Society will wear honor cords at graduation.
On their diplomas, there will be a special
seal of honor as well.
Félicitations à vous tous!

